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An Open Letter to All Members of Provincial Parliament: 
 
Community Living was formed as an association, 54 years ago, when a small but determined group of 
Ontario families and concerned citizens banded together to ensure a better life for their loved ones who had 
an intellectual disability. 
 
The families rejected institutionalization as a way of life for their sons and daughters. They wanted their 
children to learn, work, and live in community.  To make this happen, the families sought to build a society 
where all citizens belong, exercise their rights, and live with dignity. These families were motivated by a 
vision of inclusion. The Ontario government’s decision to close all Ontario institutions in 1987, a decision 
embraced and fully supported by all three political parties then and still today, has played a huge part in 
making that vision a reality.  
 
Following the 1987 decision, thousands of people, who had lived in institutions for most of their lives, began 
to live in community – leaving isolation and locked doors behind them. Were the individuals and families 
worried about what this new life would mean? Certainly, but they were very excited too. So many 
opportunities awaited them. In this booklet, you will read some of their inspiring stories, including personal 
messages from families about what a difference moving into community has made in their lives, and the lives 
of their loved ones. These stories are a compelling reminder of why facility closure is so important, and why 
we must continue to support people to live meaningful, well-supported lives in community. 
 
Today (with funding provided by the Ontario government), local Community Living associations play a 
pivotal role in ensuring people have quality supports to live effectively in the community and enjoy all the 
benefits of citizenship. We also look forward to continuing our work with government during its 
transformation of the developmental services sector, which will mean increased opportunities for meaningful 
living for the people we support.  
 
On this 8th annual Community Living Day at the Legislature, and on behalf of Community Living Ontario, 
Community Living associations across the province, and most importantly, the families and individuals we 
represent, I want to thank you for your commitment and continued support. Enjoy the read and celebrate 
with us!   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
David Barber 
President 
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